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Year 11 Synoptic Assessments - Monday 2nd February to Friday 13th March
February Half Term break - Monday 14th February to Sunday 22nd February

Dear Parents, Carers and Students,

Have a wonderful weekend,

Youth Speaks Debating Competition

On Friday 30th January,Harley, Ning
Ning, and Billy from The Bridge attend
the Youth Speaks Debating Competition
at Bablake School. This is an annual

TheBrldge event hosted by The Rotary Club, where

young people have the opportunity to debate a motion.

The students were assigned the roles of Proposer, Opposer,
and Chairperson and had to answer questions from a member
of the Rotary Club.

The evening was incredibly formal, and it was great to hear
their opinions on the night. Mrs Arnett said, "The students have
worked so well as a team in researching their topic.

Their motion was: 'The School Curriculum is flawed and needs
to change'.

It was great to see how the students prepared for this process,
working closely with Zak Adams, who is in his final year at
Harvard University.

On the night, they were against teams from Year 9 from other
schools, and they all did a fantastic job in presenting their
opinions.

Although they did not win any trophies, they have all gained
valuable life skills for living in the wider world. Well done, all!"

Mrs Arnett, Student Leadership and Character, The Bridge
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It was wonderful to welcome so many of you to our annual Parent Consultation Day last week. It really was
excellent event and reading through the feedback that so many of you provided was an incredibly valuable
experience. | shall share the feedback from all once it has all been collated online. However, | am thrilled so
many of you feel that your child is progressing well at President Kennedy School.

It is your support alongside our amazing staff that ensures we always put your children first, that we focus
on learning, and that we overcome any barriers to learning together. You play an essential part in our
President Kennedy School Community and for that, | am extremely grateful.

Mr Lane, Headteacher

First Give Presentation Skills Workshop

All Year 9 students are participating in the 'First Give' Programme
which challenges them to get involved in social action to make a
positive impact in their local community.

As a result, each tutor group has linked with a local charity of
interest to them. At stake is a £1000 donation to their chosen
charities. Tutor groups are competing against each other to
create the best campaign to raise awareness of their individual
charities.

The 'Grand Final' in March, will involve representatives from each
tutor group to deliver a presentation to a panel of external judges,
in which they will try and persuade them that their chosen charity
should be the worthy recipients of the £1000 prize.

Last week, the representatives were put through their paces in a
two-hour workshop in 'Presentation Skills', with Aaron; the 'First
Give' West Midlands Programme Manager. Students were given
top tips on effective presentation, practiced these presentations
skills, and received detailed feedback on what they needed to
refine for the grand final.

Aaron was so impressed with the level of confidence shown, the
quality of their improvisation and commented on how advanced
the President Kennedy School students’ oracy skills were.

We are looking forward to a very competitive final!

Mrs Sheridan College Director & Miss Mattu Teacher of
Sociology & RE

presentation skills

workshop



Year 9 Maths Challenge

Last week, 120 students from the top Maths sets of Year 9 and Why not see if you could solve the UKMT + IMC = 2026

10 took part in the 'Intermediate Maths Challenge' at school. \p/)\;oblglrln.h further und " hts have b
They showed excellent focus and determination while tackling a reﬁeavn\ge(?' are a further update once the results have been
range of challenging problem-solving questions. Mr Adams, Joint Subject Leader of Maths
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The Library

At President Kennedy School

Luey Strange
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I Dare You by Tamsin Winter

The Wycherleys by Annaliese Avery

lots of kissing.

FANTASTIC BOOKS AND WHERE TO FInNY THEM...

This week the Library’s recommended reads are...

Willow and Alma are best friends, sharing a love of the spotlight. All they want is fame and fortune, and Willow
is determined that the best way to get it is to go viral.
So they start filming dares. Okay, so getting stuck in a basketball hoop doesn't get them the sort of attention
they were hoping for, but as their challenges get more extreme, their fan base grows. Duct-taping themselves
to a wall? No-brainer. Eating super-hot chillies? Of course! Waxing an eyebrow off? Super funny! And if they
get in a bit of trouble, it's worth it. But if they really want to prove themselves, they have to go all-out. So they
come up with the perfect idea. An idea that causes more than just a bit of trouble. An idea that might destroy
not just their ambitions but their entire friendship for good.

Seventeen-year-old Aurelia Wycherley is entering her débutante season as a witch. Aurelia should be excited
about finding the perfect match to tether her magic to. But her magic is cursed - dark, dangerous, and not the
kind that her peers want to match with - and, without a tether, she faces losing her magic completely.

But when Aurelia learns that enigmatic, aloof Jules, a member of arch enemy family the Nightlys, is searching
for a way that a witch can keep their magic without tethering, she realises he may be her only hope.

A forbidden alliance is formed...but as they navigate the Magical Season with its glamoured balls and perilous
trials, they uncover dark forces that threaten their families and the magical world they live in.

Expect family secrets, generational curses, forbidden romance, gorgeous ballgowns, bribery, extortion,
trespass, magic and kissing...

Both books are available to borrow from the School Library.

Library Staff
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