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The weather in the United Kingdom is always a talking point particularly from a
growing and gardening point of view. A brief summary of the weather for April
2021 is that it proved to be the month with the most frosts for 60 years plus it h

been one of he sunniest which has led to extremely dry conditions with virtuall
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Frost can cause big problems with fruit blossom particularly prolonged spells o
frost but hopefully our fruit trees have survived any frost damage.
Looking at the amount of blossom on one of our apple trees below, hopefully it

has survived any frost damage. It is absolutely loaded with stunning pink bloss

DS z
BN \
- O




Nature at workg¢ Seed DispersaX X X X X XXXXX X

Below you can see a photograph of strawberry plants complete with flowers th
are growing in the pathway that leads to The Bridge Gardenow there is no
way that we would plant strawberry plants in the path so they have got there b
way of seed dispersal which is a marvel of natufgeeds from strawberry plants
that we have growing irother parts of the garden could potentially have been
RAALISNBESR AY &aSOSNIf RAFFSNBY(H o1 &3
Dispersal could have taken place by the wind or possibly by birds dropping the
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Saladleave$ N 3INR gAY I Tl aid XX

Despitethe frosty April, the relatively warm daytime sunshine aided by the
protection of the poly tunnel has seen our salad leaf mix mad@ne super quick
growthcd dzOK | @ NASieé 2F RAFTFSNByd St
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Subway continue to support our schools growing wo
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Planted in big buckets inside the poly tunnel, as soon as the plants emerge

through the compost they are covered over again until the pta reach the top

of the bucketc this method often leads to an earlier crop especially if the plant
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Wild garlicisinF f 2 8§ SNX XX X X X X X X X
Friday May PH A HMX XXX XX XXX X X X X

Wild garlic is a plant that comes back year after year, usually after flowering t
plants die back and then return the next yearbefore that though they produce
some delicatewhiteF f 2 6 SNRA GKI G KIF @S | NBFffe
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Following the recentainfall, our barley crop has really started to make some

really strong growthg the level of growth in the last week or so is really evident
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The strawberry plants that we have growing inside the poly tunnel generally

produce an early crop of super juicy fruitthis seems like the same this year as
the fruits are setting onthe plant§ 6 St 26 &2dz Oy &aSS
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We have mentioned already that the strawberry plants look like they will be
LINE RdzOAY 3 | 6A3 ONRLI 2F FNIZA G GKS
Here you can see theine is producing lots of tiny green flowers that will form
the bunches of grapegl I Ay S K2 LISFdz t & 6S SyR
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We have lots of different herbs growing in The Bridge Garden particularly in o
herb and sensory gardeqindeed lots of these herbs have both sejfseeded and
spread even though some of these herbs can become very invasive if they are
allowed to spread Herbs are super plants that have both medicinal and culina
uses, indeed most herbs have properties that many people have no idea what
they can be used for, using medicinal herbdis GSNE KA IKE & |j
Below you can see some of our LemB@alm and below that you can see our Li
Bamct S gSa UKFd FNB fAGSNrffeé& ARSyd
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RestioQuadratusisarh YU SNKa U Ay 3 LUt
In the sensory garden we have a plant that is called quadratusis aptly named
because its stem arshaped as a quad when you touch the plant stem you can
feel the distinct shape of the stem plus it producesmass of feathery like leaves
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Rocket Seed Potatoes are growing fast!..................
Friday May PHAHMX XXX XXX XXX XXX

Once seed potatoes get established and they put some roots down, their rate
growth is fastc the seed potatoes that we covered over oruesday May # have

now grown through the next layer of compost, so once again we have coverec
0KSY 20SNWY tfSyde 2F 61 G§SNI Aada YySSR
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Most varieties of mint given the space will thrive and grow very, very quickly
almost to the point of invading a spaceproviding you do not mix different
varieties of mint, it is not really a problem
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When youhave a good look around The Bridge Garden, then you start to reali
how much fruit we have growing, not least all of the fruit trees but we also hav
lots of other fruits growing. We have a huge area of Rhubarb growing plus lots
blackcurrants, goosebeies and raspberries all growing so hopefully we will be
FofS (2 KINBSald LX Sydge 2F FNHzA O |0
Below you can see some of the blackcurrants growing inrthe allotmest | NR !
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Onething you find out very quickly is that gooseberry bushes are extremely

prickly so when you are picking the fruit you need to be extra careff X X X X
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Monday May 10 H A HM X X X X X X X X X X X >

After covering over our seed potatoes just three days ago [Friday], look at the
photographs below to see how fast they have grown. As you can siney are
above the top of the growing buckeatso now they will need lots of water so that
uKS LI Fyada OlFy dzasS Ittt 2F AGa SySNI
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Below you can see blossom that is off our Bramley cooking apple tree, apple
blossom is really stunning let us hope that this blossom helps the pollinators
and producesussom@2 2 { Ay 3 | LILX S&a G2 Syecze f
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Now asparagus is a crop that can taketween two to three years to fully mature
before the crop can be harvested, so there is a process to follow before we ca
SELISOG G2 KINPBSald GKAA ONBLIXXXXXXXX

Here you can sethe
asparagus crownghat we
I Kl oS LX I yiSR

It will be interesting to see
the progress that these
plants make over the
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Strawberries are ripenindast!..............c.ccoeiiiiini.
Friday May I# H THM X X X X XX X X X X X X

The value of a poly tunnel is that the protective environment they produce
ripens soft fruit very quicklyg below you can see thstrawberries arealmost
ripeand readytog@ 22 € X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
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Following on from the spring flowering bulbs, there is still plenty of colour to
come plus lots of green growtqreala A Ay a (G KF G GKS &SI 0
A period of dry warmer weather would not go amiss, the first two weeks of Ma
have felt a bit more like April with some really heavy April like showers, indeec
some of these showers have been hail storms. Not tied of weatherthat we
SELISOG F2NJ alé& odzi &@2dz KIFI @S G2 Gl ]
Here you can see plenty of Forgdte-Nots and Nepeta providing plenty of gree
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Now that the snowdrops, crocuses, daffodils and the tulips have virtually finish

flowering, the next group of flowers to provide some colour will be the alliums,

now alliums are part of the onion familyg there are already some glimpses of th
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Here you can see our Lupins that are formin
some striking flower headg hopefully some
sunshine will accelerate the colour that these
plants provide. After flowering theplants
produce some big seed pods that will dry ani
then disperse usually throught®8 6 A Y R

Indeed, there are some small Lupin plants
ANRPSAYIT AY RATFFSNBYI
plants ¢ seed dispersal has been mentioned
already in this edition with the strawberry
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Poppiesreadily selfd SSRX XX X X X X X X X

Once you either sow poppy seed or indeed plant poppies you will have them f
a long timec¢ poppy seed is like specks of dust but to think what a delicate and
intricate flower that each seed produces really is amazingppPy seed heads
readily disperse and you will find poppies popping up in all sorts of different
rete and tarmac beforeXn
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Monday May 1IPH A HM X X XXX XXX X X X X

The weather is yet again a talking point!

Indeed | have been talking to a very experienced Heaglower who | know today
and he has told me that the growing patterns, stages of growth are a good mon
behind, these comments are borne out by the weather that we are experiencing
the frostiest April for 60 years and now we are looking at one of the vest May
periods for a long time. The showers we are getting in May are what we should
have been experiencing in Apiglas you can see from one of the showers we ha
had todayc the volume of the water is terrific, this shower was a mixture of hail
stoneéd YR NIAyd ¢KS KFIAf adz2ySa aArdaya
Below, you can see from the photographs the volume of water that comes dow
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After the short but
sharp hail stormwhich
probably lasted no
more than ten to
fifteen minutes, this is
the aftermath with
a2YS oA3T L

Unpredictable
Weather
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In the breaks between the showers, the sun has a bitadrmth to it which
certainly encourages the pollinators to come out from their shelter and not only
seek some food but they are also pollinating our fruit trees/ I 0 dzZNB | (i
St2g e&2dz Oy aSS | LRttAYlIOAYy3a Aya
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If you look at the photograph below yowill see a small horse chestnut tree tha
has appeared; there is no way that we would plant that in one of our growing
beds, notleast next to the poly tunnel. So, this is more evidence that seed
dispersal has taken place probably by an animal, perhaps a squirrel that has
buried a conker in this bed. There are some horse chestnut trees in close
proximity to The Bridge Garden. Oncgain this highlights the marvgls of nature
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We have suggested many times that the key to growing plentiful crops and gr
tasting crops is all about lookingfter the soil. You cannot just keep taking out
and putting nothing back because ultimately you end up with both poor crop
eAStRa YR OSNER LIR2NJljdzrt Ade az2Aif X
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Here you can see one of our neaypple
| trees¢ a variety called appletini which
! IS a compact growing variety that will
| produce small biteca AT S F NIz

' Being a first year tree it isunlikely

i that it will fruit this year but certainly

®% next year we will look forward to
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Hawthorne Blossom looks like snow!............c.co.......
Friday May 2¥H T HM X X X X X X X X X X X X

Hawthorne blossom is sometimes referred to as May blossom but there is no
doubt that it looks much better on the trees rather than being blown down by
loo ff XX
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Here you can see a stunning purple alliuymow alliums are part of the onion

family and usually flower late spring to keep the stunning colour coming from t
flowering bulbs that grace our gardens. Also, alliums are a magnet for the bee
GKSe 32 aSIFENDKAYI F2NI LI2Et SYXKYRXXYH
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Here you can see
{ Californian poppies
{ that provide some
a0 dzy y Ay IX X0
A complete contrast to
0 KS LJdzNL1J X X |
. Also, Californian poppies
¢ will readily selfq seed
Y OANLdzl £ €&
Theseplants are in the
AN ISt XX XXX
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Here you can see some pink geraniums mixed in with the blue forgete ¢ nots
and the nepetac all hardy,colourful perennials that always provide some late
a LINA vy 3 O2f ZAZNX XXX XXX XXXXXXXXX XXX XX X
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Here you can see some of the copper and gréxech trees that are starting to

really establish themselveg these trees have been planted for about three,
perhaps four years now so they are well established and are starting to make
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FerrsareANR gAYy 3 |0 GKS &ARS
Looking around The Bridge GarderAllotment area there are always plenty of

plants growing, often in places where you often think about how did that plant
getthere ¢ we have mentioned a lot in this newsletter alone how lots of seeds

Well, we have some ferns that are growing at the side of the poly tunnel as yo
can see from the photogaph ¢ now ferns do not produce flowers or seeds, the
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Monday May 28 H T HMX X XXX XXX X X X
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Here you can see some of the very, very
important preparation work that we are doing tc
prepare our Fyffes Growing Boxes asdme of
our growing beds so that they are ready to sow
seeds and plant out plants that we have been
ANRP gAY dzy RSNJ LINRPG SO

This preparation work is all importanas the
______ quality of the soil will not only improve the crop
| ,:3 YieIdAbut more importantly the overall taste of
;\ UKS ONRBLIXXXXXXXXXXXXX
5598 We have added plenty of REMIN ROCK DUST
- give the soil a boost readfor seed sowing and
L planting @ 2 NJ X X X X X X X XK
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Home-madecomposca 2 Af I RRAUA @.
Below you can see some hongegmade compost and soil additives which we ca
make from plants that are growing in The Bridge Gard€umfrey is in flower,
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We certainly have lots of plant
material in the allotment area
which we canuse to make

In the bucket above you can
see some nettle tea compost
GKFd ¢S I NB Yl

y Trust me, the bucket of nettles

It really does SMELL but we

- # nhope that it will do a good jb

for us, the fact that it is free
will make the smell that comes
GAOK AGZ oS NI

Nettle TeaX X




Moroccan mint is looking lush!..............cccooiiinnii,

Our bed of Moroccan mint looks absolutely lush with Nsbrant green colour
plus it is growing at a rate of knots too. A plant that makes great tasting tea pl
it is SO easy to grow. Sometimes you need to be careful that it does not take ¢
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Strawberries look ripe and juigg X X X X X X X X X
Friday May 28 H THMX X XXX X X X X X X X
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. _ No pesticides!
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+ Another herb that we have growing in The
Bridge Garden, both outside and inside th
,\‘ polyli dzy y §t Aa [SYz2y =
This is another herb that grows quickly an
( has a gorgeous smell, somethiragbit like
lemon sherbet but just like the Moroccan

. Mint it also makes great tea plus it also ha
L A2YS Odz Ayl NB dzaSa
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Absolutely stunning detait+ A OG 2 NRA I/ N.

These are poppies that have salfseeded but look at the stunning detail, these
poppies were bred especiallyo help the Royal Hospital Chelsea.
The detail within the flower is amazing considering poppy seed resembles dus
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Ladybirdsareg St O2YS ©OAaAild2NA
You can probably bracket earthworms, bees and ladybirds as three of the mo
Important creatures in the garden. All three of these creatures play major part
intheo I €t  yOS NBIjdZANBR gAOGKAY | 3IF NRS
Ladybirds will eat 5,000 dpds in their short lifetime¢ amazing when you really
think about that statistic, yes, that is one ladybird!




