
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

²ŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǇƻƛƴǘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 
The weather in the United Kingdom is always a talking point particularly from a 

growing and gardening point of view. A brief summary of the weather for April 

2021 is that it proved to be the month with the most frosts for 60 years plus it has 

been one of the sunniest which has led to extremely dry conditions with virtually  

ƴƻ ǊŀƛƴΣ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƴƻ !ǇǊƛƭ ǎƘƻǿŜǊǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ     
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CǊƻǎǘ Ŏŀƴ ŎŀǳǎŜ ōƛƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊǳƛǘ ōƭƻǎǎƻƳΧΧΧΧ 

Tuesday May 4th нлнмΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
Frost can cause big problems with fruit blossom particularly prolonged spells of 

frost but hopefully our fruit trees have survived any frost damage.  

Looking at the amount of blossom on one of our apple trees below, hopefully it 

has survived any frost damage. It is absolutely loaded with stunning pink blossom. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nature at work ς Seed Dispersal ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 
Below you can see a photograph of strawberry plants complete with flowers that 

are growing in the pathway that leads to The Bridge Garden ς now there is no 

way that we would plant strawberry plants in the path so they have got there by 

way of seed dispersal which is a marvel of nature. Seeds from strawberry plants 

that we have growing in other parts of the garden could potentially have been 

ŘƛǎǇŜǊǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ άƴŜǿέ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

Dispersal could have taken place by the wind or possibly by birds dropping the 

ǎŜŜŘ ƻǊ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘǎ ŜȄŎǊŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŜŘǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salad leaves ŀǊŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŦŀǎǘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 
Despite the frosty April, the relatively warm daytime sunshine aided by the 

protection of the poly tunnel has seen our salad leaf mix make some super quick 

growth ς ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ Ǉƭǳǎ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎ ǘƻƻΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

 

¢ŀǎǘȅ ǎŀƭŀŘ ƭŜŀǾŜǎΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

Subway continue to support our schools growing work 

 
Schools growing work 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seed ǇƻǘŀǘƻŜǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 
hǳǊ wƻŎƪŜǘ {ŜŜŘ tƻǘŀǘƻŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΧΧΧΦΦ 

Planted in big buckets inside the poly tunnel, as soon as the plants emerge 

through the compost they are covered over again until the plants reach the top 

of the bucket ς this method often leads to an earlier crop especially if the plants 

ŀǊŜ ƪŜǇǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŦǊƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wild garlic is in ŦƭƻǿŜǊΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

Friday May 7th нлнмΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 
Wild garlic is a plant that comes back year after year, usually after flowering the 

plants die back and then return the next year ς before that though they produce 

some delicate white ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƎŀǊƭƛŎ ǎƳŜƭƭΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

.Ŝƭƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘ ƎŀǊƭƛŎ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ŦƭƻǿŜǊΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.ŀǊƭŜȅ ƛǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 
Following the recent rainfall, our barley crop has really started to make some 

really strong growth ς the level of growth in the last week or so is really evident. 

.Ŝƭƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊƭŜȅ ƛǎ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tƻƭȅ ǘǳƴƴŜƭ ǎǘǊŀǿōŜǊǊȅ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻŀŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊǳƛǘΧΧ 
The strawberry plants that we have growing inside the poly tunnel generally 

produce an early crop of super juicy fruit ς this seems like the same this year as 

the fruits are setting on the plants ς ōŜƭƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƳŜŀƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DǊŀǇŜ ǾƛƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ŦǊǳƛǘ ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
We have mentioned already that the strawberry plants look like they will be 

ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ŀ ōƛƎ ŎǊƻǇ ƻŦ ŦǊǳƛǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŀƛŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ƎǊŀǇŜ ǾƛƴŜ ǘƻƻΧΧΧΦ 

Here you can see the vine is producing lots of tiny green flowers that will form 

the bunches of grapes ς ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǿŜ ŜƴŘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōǳƳǇŜǊ ŎǊƻǇΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IŜǊō ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƭƛǾŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 
We have lots of different herbs growing in The Bridge Garden particularly in our 

herb and sensory garden ς indeed lots of these herbs have both self ς seeded and 

spread even though some of these herbs can become very invasive if they are 

allowed to spread. Herbs are super plants that have both medicinal and culinary 

uses, indeed most herbs have properties that many people have no idea what 

they can be used for, using medicinal herbs is ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴΧ 

Below you can see some of our Lemon Balm and below that you can see our Lime 

Balm ς ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŎŀƭ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ŀǊƻƳŀǎΧΧΧΧ 

 
     

 

[ŜƳƻƴ .ŀƭƳΧΧΧ 

[ƛƳŜ .ŀƭƳΧΧΧΧΦ 

Lemon and Lime.. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Restio Quadratus is an ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǇƭŀƴǘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ. 
In the sensory garden we have a plant that is called quadratus ς it is aptly named 

because its stem are shaped as a quad ς when you touch the plant stem you can 

feel the distinct shape of the stem plus it produces a mass of feathery like leaves. 

.Ŝƭƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜƳǎ ƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǇƭŀƴǘΧΧΧΦ 

     



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rocket Seed Potatoes are growing fast!....................... 

Friday May 7th нлнмΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 
Once seed potatoes get established and they put some roots down, their rate of 

growth is fast ς the seed potatoes that we covered over on Tuesday May 4th have 

now grown through the next layer of compost, so once again we have covered 

ǘƘŜƳ ƻǾŜǊΦ tƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƴƻǿΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ  

aƻǊƻŎŎŀƴ aƛƴǘ ƛǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŦŀǎǘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ.. 
Most varieties of mint given the space will thrive and grow very, very quickly 

almost to the point of invading a space ς providing you do not mix different 

varieties of mint, it is not really a problem
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[ƻǘǎ ƻŦ ōŜǊǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜ .ǊƛŘƎŜ DŀǊŘŜƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 
When you have a good look around The Bridge Garden, then you start to realise 

how much fruit we have growing ς not least all of the fruit trees but we also have 

lots of other fruits growing. We have a huge area of Rhubarb growing plus lots of 

blackcurrants, gooseberries and raspberries all growing so hopefully we will be 

ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ŦǊǳƛǘ ŀǘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǎǘŀƎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΧΧΧ 

Below you can see some of the blackcurrants growing in the allotment ς ƎŀǊŘŜƴΧ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DƻƻǎŜōŜǊǊƛŜǎ ǘƻƻΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
One thing you find out very quickly is that gooseberry bushes are extremely 

prickly so when you are picking the fruit you need to be extra carefulΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 

[ƻƻƪ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seed potatoes are growing fast!.................................. 

Monday May 10th нлнмΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 
After covering over our seed potatoes just three days ago [Friday], look at the 

photographs below to see how fast they have grown. As you can see, they are 

above the top of the growing buckets so now they will need lots of water so that 

ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŀ ŎǊƻǇ ƻŦ ǇƻǘŀǘƻŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅΧ 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

aƻǊŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ōƭƻǎǎƻƳΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
Below you can see blossom that is off our Bramley cooking apple tree, apple 

blossom is really stunning ς let us hope that this blossom helps the pollinators 

and produces us some ŎƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǇǇƭŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

!ǎǇŀǊŀƎǳǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ōŜŘ ƻŦ ŀǎǇŀǊŀƎǳǎ ŎǊƻǿƴǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

Now asparagus is a crop that can take between two to three years to fully mature 

before the crop can be harvested, so there is a process to follow before we can 

ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎǊƻǇΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 

  

 

Here you can see the 

asparagus crowns that we 

ƘŀǾŜ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

It will be interesting to see 

the progress that these 

plants make over the 

ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

Asparagus 

/ǊƻǿƴǎΧΧΦ

.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Strawberries are ripening fast!.................................... 

Friday May 14th нлнмΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
The value of a poly tunnel is that the protective environment they produce 

ripens soft fruit very quickly ς below you can see the strawberries are almost 

ripe and ready to eƴƧƻȅΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[ƻǘǎ ƻŦ ƭŀǘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 
Following on from the spring flowering bulbs, there is still plenty of colour to 

come plus lots of green growth ς real ǎƛƎƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǊƳŜǊΧΦΦ 

A period of dry warmer weather would not go amiss, the first two weeks of May 

have felt a bit more like April with some really heavy April like showers, indeed 

some of these showers have been hail storms. Not the kind of weather that we 

ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ aŀȅ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǿƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

Here you can see plenty of Forget-Me-Nots and Nepeta providing plenty of green 

ŦƻƭƛŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƛƴȅ ōƭǳŜ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

aƻǊŜ ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜ .ǊƛŘƎŜ DŀǊŘŜƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 
Now that the snowdrops, crocuses, daffodils and the tulips have virtually finished  

flowering, the next group of flowers to provide some colour will be the alliums, 

now alliums are part of the onion family ς there are already some glimpses of the 

colour that they will provide ς ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŀƭƭƛǳƳǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƛƴ ŦƭƻǿŜǊΧΧΦ 

 
 

  
Lupins ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦƭƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ ǎƻƻƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ

 

Here you can see our Lupins that are forming 

some striking flower heads ς hopefully some 

sunshine will accelerate the colour that these 

plants provide. After flowering the plants 

produce some big seed pods that will dry and 

then disperse usually through thŜ ǿƛƴŘΧΧΧΧ 

Indeed, there are some small Lupin plants 

ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǇŀǊŜƴǘέ 

plants ς seed dispersal has been mentioned 

already in this edition with the strawberry 

Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƘǿŀȅΧΧΦ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poppies readily self-ǎŜŜŘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 
Once you either sow poppy seed or indeed plant poppies you will have them for 

a long time ς poppy seed is like specks of dust but to think what a delicate and 

intricate flower that each seed produces really is amazing. Poppy seed heads 

readily disperse and you will find poppies popping up in all sorts of different 

places. We have had poppies grow in cracks in concrete and tarmac before nowΧ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weather is so unpredictable again!.............................. 

Monday May 17th нлнмΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 
The weather is yet again a talking point! 

Indeed, I have been talking to a very experienced Herb grower who I know today 

and he has told me that the growing patterns, stages of growth are a good month 

behind, these comments are borne out by the weather that we are experiencing, 

the frostiest April for 60 years and now we are looking at one of the wettest May 

periods for a long time. The showers we are getting in May are what we should 

have been experiencing in April ς as you can see from one of the showers we have 

had today ς the volume of the water is terrific, this shower was a mixture of hail 

stoneǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƛƴΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƙŀƛƭ ǎǘƻƴŜǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƭŘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

Below, you can see from the photographs the volume of water that comes down!.. 

     

  

 

Hail stones.. 

 

After the short but 

sharp hail storm which 

probably lasted no 

more than ten to 

fifteen minutes, this is 

the aftermath with 

ǎƻƳŜ ōƛƎ ǇǳŘŘƭŜǎΧΧΧ 

 

Unpredictable 

Weather! 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tƻƭƭƛƴŀǘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ōǳǎȅΗΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 
In the breaks between the showers, the sun has a bit of warmth to it which 

certainly encourages the pollinators to come out from their shelter and not only 

seek some food but they are also pollinating our fruit trees ς ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀǘ ƛǘǎ ōŜǎǘΧΧΦ 

.Ŝƭƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ŀ ǇƻƭƭƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǎŜŎǘ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

aƻǊŜ ǎŜŜŘ ŘƛǎǇŜǊǎŀƭ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 
If you look at the photograph below you will see a small horse chestnut tree that 

has appeared ς there is no way that we would plant that in one of our growing 

beds, not least next to the poly tunnel. So, this is more evidence that seed 

dispersal has taken place probably by an animal, perhaps a squirrel that has 

buried a conker in this bed. There are some horse chestnut trees in close 

proximity to The Bridge Garden. Once again this highlights the marvels of nature. 

    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DǊƻǿƛƴƎ ōŜŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 
We have suggested many times that the key to growing plentiful crops and great 

tasting crops is all about looking after the soil. You cannot just keep taking out 

and putting nothing back because ultimately you end up with both poor crop 

ȅƛŜƭŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƻƻǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǎƻƛƭΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

REMIN 

ROCK DUST 

 
!ǇǇƭŜǘƛƴƛ ŀǇǇƭŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΧΧΧ

 

Here you can see one of our new apple 

trees ς a variety called appletini which 

is a compact growing variety that will 

produce small bite ς ǎƛȊŜ ŦǊǳƛǘǎΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

Being a first - year tree it is unlikely 

that it will fruit this year but certainly 

next year we will look forward to 

ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ŦǊǳƛǘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

 

!ǇǇƭŜǘƛƴƛΧΧ 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hawthorne Blossom looks like snow!........................... 

Friday May 21st нлнмΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
Hawthorne blossom is sometimes referred to as May blossom but there is no 

doubt that it looks much better on the trees rather than being blown down by 

the strong winds, so much so that it looks almost like a ǎƴƻǿŦŀƭƭΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

aƻǊŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƭƻǳǊΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
Here you can see a stunning purple allium ς now alliums are part of the onion 

family and usually flower late spring to keep the stunning colour coming from the 

flowering bulbs that grace our gardens. Also, alliums are a magnet for the bees as 

ǘƘŜȅ Ǝƻ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǇƻƭƭŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŎǘŀǊΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

 
 

Contrasting colourΧΧ..

 

 

Here you can see 

Californian poppies 

that provide some 

ǎǘǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

A complete contrast to  

ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƭŜ ŀƭƭƛǳƳǎΧΧΧΧ 

Also, Californian poppies 

will readily self ς seed 

ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜΧΧΦ 

These plants are in the 

ƎǊŀǾŜƭΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŀǊŜŀǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 
Here you can see some pink geraniums mixed in with the blue forget ς me ς nots 

and the nepeta ς all hardy, colourful perennials that always provide some late 

ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƭƻǳǊΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.ŜŜŎƘ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΧΧΧΦΦ 
Here you can see some of the copper and green beech trees that are starting to 

really establish themselves ς these trees have been planted for about three, 

perhaps four years now so they are well established and are starting to make lots 

ƻŦ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ferns are ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƭȅ ǘǳƴƴŜƭΧΧΧΧ 
Looking around The Bridge Garden ς Allotment area, there are always plenty of 

plants growing, often in places where you often think about how did that plant 

get there ς we have mentioned a lot in this newsletter alone how lots of seeds 

get dispersed so that they end up growing in the most un-ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΧΧΧΧΦ 

Well, we have some ferns that are growing at the side of the poly tunnel as you 

can see from the photograph ς now ferns do not produce flowers or seeds, they 

reproduce by producing spores on the underside of their leaves which are then 

dispersed to produce new plants ς plant science is absolutely fascinating!............ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fyffes Growing BƻȄŜǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ.. 

Monday May 24th нлнмΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Here you can see some of the very, very 

important preparation work that we are doing to 

prepare our Fyffes Growing Boxes and some of 

our growing beds so that they are ready to sow 

seeds and plant out plants that we have been 

ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

This preparation work is all important as the 

quality of the soil will not only improve the crop 

yield but more importantly the overall taste of 

ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǇΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 

We have added plenty of REMIN ROCK DUST to 

give the soil a boost ready for seed sowing and 

planting ǿƻǊƪΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

 

   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Home - made compost ς ǎƻƛƭ ŀŘŘƛǘƛǾŜǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ. 
Below you can see some home ς made compost and soil additives which we can 

make from plants that are growing in The Bridge Garden. Comfrey is in flower, 

ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŎǊǳǎƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ Ǌƻǘ ŘƻǿƴΧΧΧΦΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

aƻǊŜ ƴŜǘǘƭŜǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ

 

We certainly have lots of plant 

material in the allotment area 

which we can use to make 

some compost ς free too!......... 

In the bucket above you can 

see some nettle tea compost 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 

Trust me, the bucket of nettles 

absolutely STINKS!!.................. 

It really does SMELL but we 

hope that it will do a good job 

for us, the fact that it is free 

will make the smell that comes 

ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΣ ōŜŀǊŀōƭŜΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

Nettle TeaΧΧ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moroccan mint is looking lush!.................................... 
Our bed of Moroccan mint looks absolutely lush with its vibrant green colour 

plus it is growing at a rate of knots too. A plant that makes great tasting tea plus 

it is so easy to grow. Sometimes you need to be careful that it does not take over 

because mint can be very, very invasive!............................................................... 

.Ŝƭƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ƻǳǊ aƻǊƻŎŎŀƴ Ƴƛƴǘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ōŜŘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Strawberries look ripe and juicyΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 

Friday May 28th нлнмΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

 

Home ƎǊƻǿƴΧ 

Freshly picked 

No air miles! 

No pesticides! 

Sunshine!....... 

ŀƴŘ ²ŀǘŜǊΧΧΦ 

Great taste!! 

[ŜƳƻƴ ±ŜǊōŜƴŀ ƛǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ŀƎŀƛƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ

 

Another herb that we have growing in The 

Bridge Garden, both outside and inside the 

poly ǘǳƴƴŜƭ ƛǎ [ŜƳƻƴ ±ŜǊōŜƴŀΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

This is another herb that grows quickly and 

has a gorgeous smell, something a bit like 

lemon sherbet but just like the Moroccan 

Mint it also makes great tea plus it also has 

ǎƻƳŜ ŎǳƭƛƴŀǊȅ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƻƻΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 

 

Herbal Tea 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Absolutely stunning detail ς ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ /Ǌƻǎǎ tƻǇǇƛŜǎΧΧ 
These are poppies that have self ς seeded but look at the stunning detail, these 

poppies were bred especially, to help the Royal Hospital Chelsea.  

The detail within the flower is amazing considering poppy seed resembles dust!  

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ladybirds are ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΧΧΧΧΧ. 
You can probably bracket earthworms, bees and ladybirds as three of the most 

important creatures in the garden. All three of these creatures play major parts 

in the ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ƻǊ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǎǇŀŎŜΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 

Ladybirds will eat 5,000 aphids in their short lifetime ς amazing when you really 

think about that statistic, yes, that is one ladybird! 

 


