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the time to even think about outdoor sowingg indoors with protection yes, but
the first week of Aprilhas seenfrodt Yy R I f 42 &a2YS &ayz2¢
We will err on the side of caution for the time being to see how the weather goe
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The tulips that are in flower at the front entrance to The Bridge Garden really a

stunning¢ such vibrant and delicate colours all creating a colourfulO Sy S X X
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The colours of these tulips really are a joy to behajd G dzy' y Ay 3 O2 f
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M . Here you can see tha
N1 ' there are some more
stunning tulips that

are close to opening.

Looking at the early
flush of colour, these
tulips look like they
are going to provide
some really vivid
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Borage really is a super herb to have in your gardgloved by the bees, really
easy to grow, indeed this plant has sedeeded from last yearmlus it has plenty
of different uses, the leaves if you can overcome the furry texture actually tast
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Below you can see some visual evidence of the cold weather that we have
experienced during the first full week of April. Snow showers and frost as you
has frozen on top of our c@ANT Y S X X X X X X
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It might be cold and
frosty outside, but inside
the poly tunnel with the

. protective environment
! that it provides our
strawberries are really
well advanced as you
can see by the flowers
N that are already on the
. plants. Hopefully we will

& be able to enjoy some
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There is most certainly plenty of fruit growing in The Bridge Garddooth fruit
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g | Spring has to be one of the besi
seasons simply because it is a
1% time when there are not only
lots of colourful flower bulbs in
flower but also it is a season
when trees and plants start to
produce lots of new growth as

¥ you @an see from both the

§ blackcurrant bushes on the left
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Subway continue to support our schools growing wor

WAY

Schools growing worl




Rhubarb isready fotJA O7 A Yy A X X X X X X X |

Our rhubarb patch has grown very quickly in a matter of weeks to the point
where there is plenty ready to be picked plus underneath the black bucket are
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Anytime you not only look around your garden but also around your own hom
there are so many different things that you can use in your garden from makin

different kinds of compost and adding to your solil plus at this time of thear
e2dz Oly dzaS &a2YSUOGKAY3 & aAYLX S | a
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Banana skins will add potassiu Cardboard placed on the soil will help the sc

6l O1 A Y G2 &2 dzN to warm up plus the earthworms will love it!
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: N Comfrey is another plant that is really easy t
grow and will provide an excellent source of
fertiliser or it can beused as a mulch around
L Fydad ¢KS 06SSa f2¢
& Cut some leaves off the plant, add some
= water to a bucket with a lid, give it a good
| stir and then leave it for a week or two, be
aware that when you take the lid off the
bucketc it stinks!

Canfrey also has plenty of medicinal
LINPLISNIIASa (G22XXXXX)
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consequences as your skin becomes irritated and little red blotches appear o
your skin. Well, once you have been stung by stinging nettles you then tend to
a lot more carefuwhen you are around them but stinging nettles have some
NEBFffte FYFITAy3a LINRPLISNIASa 620K TN
YFye YSRAOAYIE YR OdzZ Ayl NE dzaSa 72
Now, nettles¢ Urtica dioica to give them their scientifitame make amazing
compostc nettle tea which contains calcium, iron, magnesium and potassium
L dza G KSé& | NS KAIK Ay OKf2NRLIKetft |
When you brush past the leaves they have tiny hairs which contain formic acic
and histamine vhich cause the stinging effect. Aside from being a real friend o
the gardener, nettles also have many culinary usgesettle soup and nettle tea
are just two but nettles also have lots of medicinal useges, the humble nettle
Below you can see a patclf the nettles that we have growing in The Bridge
Garden area whic
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We have plenty of herb plants that are growing well inside the poly tunqdemon balm

that has been sown from seed, angelica plants that have come fromssteded plants and
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¥ « On the left you can see some morst
| of the Angelica plants that we have
potted up plus there is the pot of

24 ChocolatePeppermint which really
ayStta oaz2f dzi St

- #M% Angelica which can grow as tall as
B “/h eight feet tall with hollow stems
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Now that we are into April hopefully the weather will

start to warm up¢ with so many fluctuations in the

temperature even the poly tunnel is not guaranteed to
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What we can do is prepare everything so that as soon

the weather conditions improve, then we are all set to go. Below you can see

Fyffes growing boxes inside the poly tunnel that have all been topped up with
3S0 0dzaé ANRGA
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Today we have continued our
e NP m L preparation work by preparing

the Fyffes Growing Boxes anc
replenishing the minerals in
volcanic rock dust the soil by adding plenty of
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All ready for seed sowing andJt I y G A y I X X
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Our Broad Bean plants are surviving the up and down nature of the weather
right now as they look to hopefully provide us with a healthy crop of tasty bea
in a few weeks; time, judging by the numbers of flowers on the plants hopeful
we will be able toharvest a bumper crop. We always try to plant this crop earl
in the autumn so that the crop can be harvested before any problems from bla
Ffte 6KAOK . NRFR .Slya INB &adzaOSLJA
Below you can see some of the plantswitlif Sy & 2F Tt 26 SNE
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Here you can see the pots
of sunflowers that we have
sownc this is a dwarf

G NASGe OF f f .
which will hopefully
produce plenty of bright
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= These pots have been sowi
. ~ in the poly tunnel and have
~_ been covered over with

= fleece so that the changing
~. - temperatures particularly

4 the cold overnight frosts

. have not caused any
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Music Box
Sunflowers
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When you force rhubarb plants the end result is that you get lots of sweet and

tender stems which if you look at the photograph below you can see what we «

talking aboutc so instead of big thick often tough stems you get really pink thi
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In and around The Bridge Garden area there are plenty of new green shoots

along with lots of early spring flowers toq the perfect habitat to encourage
plenty of beneficial insects and pollinators into our gden as you can see below
/
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The newly planted apple trees which are called Appletini are starting to make
plenty of new growth¢ following the winter dormancy period that trees go
GKNRdzZAKZ O2YS GKS aLINAy3I AdG A& gl
This apple variety is a compact growing tree that once established will produce
plentyof bitecA AT S | LILIE SEXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX




