
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

! ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƭŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ !ǇǊƛƭΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 
In what is recognised as the peak time to sow seeds, the start of April is nowhere 

the time to even think about outdoor sowings ς indoors with protection yes, but 

the first week of April has seen frost ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƴƻǿ ǎƘƻǿŜǊǎ ǘƻƻΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

We will err on the side of caution for the time being to see how the weather goes..     
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¢ǳƭƛǇǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘǳƴƴƛƴƎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

Thursday April 1st нлнмΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
The tulips that are in flower at the front entrance to The Bridge Garden really are 

stunning ς such vibrant and delicate colours all creating a colourful ǎŎŜƴŜΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
The colours of these tulips really are a joy to behold ς ǎǘǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎΧΧΧΧΧΧ 

  

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More stunning tulipsΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

Tuesday April 6th нлнмΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

  

Here you can see that 

there are some more 

stunning tulips that 

are close to opening.. 

Looking at the early 

flush of colour, these 

tulips look like they 

are going to provide 

some really vivid 

ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

¢ǳƭƛǇǎΧΧ 
 

Borage has self - ǎŜŜŘŜŘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
Borage really is a super herb to have in your garden ς loved by the bees, really 

easy to grow, indeed this plant has self-seeded from last year, plus it has plenty 

of different uses, the leaves if you can overcome the furry texture actually taste 

ƭƛƪŜ ŎǳŎǳƳōŜǊΣ .ƻǊŀƎŜ ŀƭǎƻ Ƙŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƻƻΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evidence of the cold ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
Below you can see some visual evidence of the cold weather that we have 

experienced during the first full week of April. Snow showers and frost as you 

can see from the snow that has frozen on top of our cold ŦǊŀƳŜΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

 

tƻƭȅ ǘǳƴƴŜƭ ǎǘǊŀǿōŜǊǊƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƎƻƻŘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ

 

 

It might be cold and 

frosty outside, but inside 

the poly tunnel with the 

protective environment   

that it provides our 

strawberries are really 

well advanced as you 

can see by the flowers 

that are already on the 

plants. Hopefully we will 

be able to enjoy some 

ǎǳǇŜǊ ǎǿŜŜǘ ŦǊǳƛǘ ǎƻƻƴΧΦ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[ƻǘǎ ƻŦ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜ .ǊƛŘƎŜ DŀǊŘŜƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

Wednesday April 7th нлнмΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 
There is most certainly plenty of fruit growing in The Bridge Garden ς both fruit 

ǘǊŜŜǎΣ ŦǊǳƛǘ ōǳǎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǊƘǳōŀǊō ǘƻƻΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 

.Ŝƭƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ƻǳǊ ōƭŀŎƪŎǳǊǊŀƴǘ ōǳǎƘŜǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƭǳǎƘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

 

DǊŀǇŜ ǾƛƴŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƎǊŜŀǘΧΦΦ

 
Spring has to be one of the best 

seasons simply because it is a 

time when there are not only 

lots of colourful flower bulbs in 

flower but also it is a season 

when trees and plants start to 

produce lots of new growth as 

you can see from both the 

blackcurrant bushes on the left 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǇŜ ǾƛƴŜ ŀōƻǾŜΧΧΧΧ 

Subway continue to support our schools growing work 

 
Schools growing work 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rhubarb is ready for ǇƛŎƪƛƴƎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 
Our rhubarb patch has grown very quickly in a matter of weeks to the point 

where there is plenty ready to be picked plus underneath the black bucket are 

ǎƻƳŜ ǎǳǇŜǊ ǎǿŜŜǘ ǎǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ōȅ ŘŜǇǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƻŦ ƭƛƎƘǘΧΧΧΦ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

/ƘŜǊǊȅ ǘǊŜŜ ōƭƻǎǎƻƳ ƛǎ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƭƻǿŜǊΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ

 

/ƘŜǊǊȅ ōƭƻǎǎƻƳΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CǊŜŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

Friday April 9th нлнмΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 
Anytime you not only look around your garden but also around your own home 

there are so many different things that you can use in your garden from making 

different kinds of compost and adding to your soil plus at this time of the year 

ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŀǎ ŎŀǊŘōƻŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ǿŀǊƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƛƭΧΧΧΧΧΧ 

  .ŀƴŀƴŀ ǎƪƛƴǎΧΧΧΧΧ 
Banana skins will add potassium  

ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻƛƭΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

 

 

/ŀǊŘōƻŀǊŘ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƛƭΧ 
Cardboard placed on the soil will help the soil 

to warm up plus the earthworms will love it! 

 

/ƻƳŦǊŜȅ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎƻƛƭ ŀŘŘƛǘƛǾŜΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ

 

Comfrey is another plant that is really easy to 

grow and will provide an excellent source of 

fertiliser or it can be used as a mulch around 

ǇƭŀƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ōŜŜǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǘ ǘƻƻΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

Cut some leaves off the plant, add some 

water to a bucket with a lid, give it a good 

stir and then leave it for a week or two, be 

aware that when you take the lid off the 

bucket ς it stinks! 

Comfrey also has plenty of medicinal 

ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ǘƻƻΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦǊŜŜ ŎǊƻǇ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ŦŜǊǘƛƭƛǎŜǊΧΧΧΦΦ 
Iƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ōǊǳǎƘŜŘ Ǉŀǎǘ ǎǘƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƴŜǘǘƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ άǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘέ ǘƘŜ 

consequences as your skin becomes irritated and little red blotches appear on 

your skin. Well, once you have been stung by stinging nettles you then tend to be 

a lot more careful when you are around them but stinging nettles have some 

ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ōƻǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƎŀǊŘŜƴŜǊΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ 

Ƴŀƴȅ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭƛƴŀǊȅ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƻƻΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

Now, nettles ς Urtica dioica to give them their scientific name make amazing 

compost ς nettle tea which contains calcium, iron, magnesium and potassium 

Ǉƭǳǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƘƛƎƘ ƛƴ ŎƘƭƻǊƻǇƘȅƭƭ ŀƴŘ ±ƛǘŀƳƛƴ /ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

When you brush past the leaves they have tiny hairs which contain formic acid 

and histamine which cause the stinging effect. Aside from being a real friend of 

the gardener, nettles also have many culinary uses ς nettle soup and nettle tea 

are just two but nettles also have lots of medicinal uses ς yes, the humble nettle 

Below you can see a patch of the nettles that we have growing in The Bridge 

Garden area which we will be putting to good use to make some nettle compost.. 

  

{ǘƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƴŜǘǘƭŜǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Herbs are growing ǿŜƭƭΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 
We have plenty of herb plants that are growing well inside the poly tunnel ς lemon balm 

that has been sown from seed, angelica plants that have come from self ς seeded plants and 

ŎƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜ ǇŜǇǇŜǊƳƛƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎǇƭƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ άǇŀǊŜƴǘέ ǇƭŀƴǘΦ  

!ƎŀƛƴΣ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜŦǳƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 

     

 
 

 

On the left you can see some more 

of the Angelica plants that we have 

potted up plus there is the pot of 

Chocolate Peppermint which really 

ǎƳŜƭƭǎ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ŘƛǾƛƴŜΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

 

Angelica which can grow as tall as 

eight feet tall with hollow stems 

Ƙŀǎ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ŎǳƭƛƴŀǊȅ ǳǎŜǎΧΧΧΧΧ 

 

IŜǊōǎΧ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tƻƭȅ ǘǳƴƴŜƭ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ōƻȄŜǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 
Now that we are into April hopefully the weather will  

start to warm up ς with so many fluctuations in the  

temperature even the poly tunnel is not guaranteed to  

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǎŜŜŘ ƎŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

What we can do is prepare everything so that as soon as  

the weather conditions improve, then we are all set to go. Below you can see the 

Fyffes growing boxes inside the poly tunnel that have all been topped up with 

fresh growing compost so we are all set ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ōǳǎȅ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

    

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More CȅŦŦŜǎ DǊƻǿƛƴƎ .ƻȄ tǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ²ƻǊƪΧΧΧΧΧΧ 

Tuesday April 13th нлнмΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

 

 

 

Today we have continued our 

preparation work by preparing 

the Fyffes Growing Boxes and 

replenishing the minerals in  

the soil by adding plenty of 

w9aLb wh/Y5¦{¢ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ  

 

 

 

CȅŦŦŜǎ DǊƻǿƛƴƎ .ƻȄŜǎΧΧΦΦ 
All ready for seed sowing and ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.ǊƻŀŘ .Ŝŀƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 
Our Broad Bean plants are surviving the up and down nature of the weather 

right now as they look to hopefully provide us with a healthy crop of tasty beans 

in a few weeks ς time, judging by the numbers of flowers on the plants hopefully 

we will be able to harvest a bumper crop. We always try to plant this crop early 

in the autumn so that the crop can be harvested before any problems from black 

Ŧƭȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ .ǊƻŀŘ .Ŝŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳǎŎŜǇǘƛōƭŜ ǘƻƻΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ  

Below you can see some of the plants with ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƻƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

{ǳƴŦƭƻǿŜǊ ǎŜŜŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǊƳƛƴŀǘŜΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ

 

 

Here you can see the pots 

of sunflowers that we have 

sown ς this is a dwarf 

ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άaǳǎƛŎ .ƻȄέ 

which will hopefully 

produce plenty of bright 

ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎΧΧΧΦ 

These pots have been sown 

in the poly tunnel and have 

been covered over with 

fleece so that the changing 

temperatures particularly 

the cold overnight frosts 

have not caused any 

ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

Music Box 

Sunflowers 

aƻǊŜ ǎǘǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŎƘŜǊǊȅ ōƭƻǎǎƻƳΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CƻǊŎŜŘ ǊƘǳōŀǊō ƭƻƻƪǎ ǎǿŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƴŘŜǊΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
When you force rhubarb plants the end result is that you get lots of sweet and 

tender stems which if you look at the photograph below you can see what we are 

talking about ς so instead of big thick often tough stems you get really pink thin 

ǎǘŜƳǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

bŀǘǳǊŜ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 
In and around The Bridge Garden area there are plenty of new green shoots 

along with lots of early spring flowers too ς the perfect habitat to encourage 

plenty of beneficial insects and pollinators into our garden as you can see below. 

     



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

!ǇǇƭŜǘƛƴƛ ŀǇǇƭŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΧΧΦ 
The newly planted apple trees which are called Appletini are starting to make 

plenty of new growth ς following the winter dormancy period that trees go 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΣ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŜŀǊǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƴŜǿ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

This apple variety is a compact growing tree that once established will produce 

plenty of bite ς ǎƛȊŜ ŀǇǇƭŜǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 

 


